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Essential Understandings, Content Standards and Benchmarks
	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Economics: Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
	Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.


	People trade their goods and services for other goods and services they want or need.

Different kinds of resources are located in different places. 

 Some resources can be created, some can be reused, and some are not renewable.

Most of us are both consumers and producers.

There are/were different forms of currency (money) around the world and over different time periods. 



	History: The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
	Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
	A timeline can be used to mark significant historical developments.

People in different times and places view the world differently.
People of long ago made contributions that affect the present world.

The explorers interacted with native peoples and caused changes in their environment.

Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the lives of Europeans and Native Americans from long ago until today.
The interaction between native inhabitants and explorers or immigrants can result in both conflict and cooperation.




	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Civics: People establish structures including governments to meet the needs define the rights and responsibilities of citizens. 
	Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.


	Rules and laws are important in a community and reflect shared values, such as our Core Ethical Values.

Government is the people or groups who make and enforce laws.

Governments provide services to the people they represent.

	
	The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy.
	The Constitution is a document that protects our freedoms.

	
	United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities
	Citizenship comes with rights, responsibilities and privileges.

	Culture: The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
	The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.


	The cultural practices and products of the local community have changed over time.

	
	The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world. 


	The Native American people of the United States have similar and different cultural practices and patterns across time and family groups. 



	
	People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 


	Every community has similar and different patterns of settlement over time.  




	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Geography: Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
	Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.


	Native Americans lived in different places with distinct characteristics.

	
	Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics. 


	Continents are divided into countries.

North America includes regions with different physical features and climates.

	
	The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified. 


	Our towns can be located relative to other towns on a map of Connecticut.

Continents and oceans can be named and located on a world map and a globe.



	
	Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
	The way humans live depends on their natural environment.

The explorers interacted with native peoples and caused changes in their environment.



	
	People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
	People explored the world for many reasons.


	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Social Studies Inquiry and Literacy: Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to 

be applied to societal issues.


	Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
	Select a topic for research and ask questions to identify sub-topics 

Identify key words, develop and apply search strategies

Identify and obtain information from a variety of texts 

Identify main ideas and supporting evidence

Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information

Begin to distinguish between fact and opinion
Use appropriate graphic organizers, begin to use maps and charts

Begin to use a variety of appropriate note-taking strategies

Create a product that demonstrates understanding of information

Cite sources of information


	
	Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
	Communicate feelings, beliefs, and content knowledge 

Listen actively and build upon the ideas of others

Work cooperatively and productively within a group while displaying the District Core Ethical Values

Perform varied roles in groups




	
	Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.
	Examine problems and explore solutions

Begin to distinguish between fact and opinion

Compare and contrast ideas and concepts

Identify cause and effect relationships 

Recognize that different people have different points of view

Construct and interpret charts, graphs and narratives 

Examine and explain own thinking
Be aware of current events and how they relate to other aspects of history and social studies.


Grade 3: Native Americans

	Essential Understandings: 
1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

3. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

4. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and ex Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:
1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place

3. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

4. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

5. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

6. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics. 

7. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified. 

8. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
9. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.


	Essential Questions: What are the characteristics of North American Native cultures? What happens when Native American and European cultures collide? 


	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· People trade their goods and services for other goods and services they want or need.

· Different kinds of resources are located in different places. 

· Some resources can be created, some can be reused, and some are not renewable.

· Most of us are both consumers and producers.

· There are/were different forms of currency (money) around the world and over different time periods. 
· A timeline can be used to mark significant historical developments.
· People in different times and places view the world differently.
· The interaction between native inhabitants and explorers or immigrants can result in both conflict and cooperation.

· The cultural practices and products of the local community have changed over time.
· The Native American people of the United States have similar and different cultural practices and patterns across time and family groups. 

· Every community has similar and different patterns of settlement over time.  

· Native Americans lived in different places with distinct characteristics.

· Continents are divided into countries.

· North America includes regions with different physical features and climates.
	Know that European settlers traded goods and services with Native Americans

	
	Know that Europeans and Native Americans employed various types of currency (money, furs, buckskins, alcohol, guns, tools)

	
	Know that there are different types of resources (natural, man made, etc)

	
	Know the causes of conflict between Native Americans and Europeans (land, resources, religion)

	
	Know that Native American peoples have similar and different cultural practices and patterns across North America

	
	Know that North America includes regions with different physical features and climates

	
	Know how the climate, location, and physical features shape the everyday lives of Native Americans

	
	Know that Europeans interacted with native peoples and caused changes in their environment

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of the Native Americans  (see pp. 5/6)


	Suggested Strategies
	· literature connections 
· Native American games (outdoor ed) 
· circle stories (outdoor ed) 
· visiting artists
· field trips: Bushy Hill, Pequot Museum, plant and nature trail walks (outdoor ed) 
· Birds of Prey/Native American assembly 
· Native American legends 
· partner research 
· art projects (dream catchers) 
· ethnobotany talks 
· timelines 
· maps 
· songs

	Suggested Assessments
	· writing prompt 
· write a newspaper article 
· design a Native American game
· write a circle (skin) story 
· act out a Native American life scene 
· project writing


	Suggested Resources
	· Reading Tribe Stories (Bruchac)
·  books on tape
· Who Were the First North Americans? by Wingate and Reid

· A River Ran Wild by Lynne Cherry

· Brother Eagle, Sister Sky by Susan Jeffers

· The Wampanoag Indians by Bill Lund

· Eastern Woodland Indians by Mir Tamin Ansary

· Buffaloes Before Breakfast by Mary Pope Osborne

· The House on Maple Street by Bonnie Pryor

· The Courage of Sarah Noble by Alice Dalgleish

· Stone Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner

· Squanto by various authors

· Native American Biographies by various authors

· Small Wolf by Nathaniel Benchley

· The Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich

· If You Lived with The Iroquois by Ellen Levine

· On Common Ground by Molly Bang

· If  You Lived with the Sioux Indians by Ann McGovern

· People of the Breaking Day by Marcia Sewell

· Indians of the Northeast by Lisa Sita

· Thirteen Moons on Turtle’s Back by Joseph Bruchac

· Annie and the Old One by Miska Miles

· Eagle Feather by Clyde Robert Bulla

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Internet research and project work
· Delicious websites 
· PowerPoint
· Jeopardy

	Content Vocabulary
	· settlers, goods, services, currency, resources, native, cause, effect, religion, climate; legend; tanning; hides; game; wigwam; tipi; longhouse; wampum; mortar and pestle, harvest, sachem, clan, tribe, moccasins (added June 2009)


Grade 3: Explorers

	Essential Understandings: 
1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

3. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

4. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
5. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:
1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place

3. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

4. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

5. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

6. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics. 

7. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified. 

8. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
9. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.


	Essential Questions: What were the motivations of the explorers? What effect did European exploration have on native people?


	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· People trade their goods and services for other goods and services they want or need.

· Different kinds of resources are located in different places. 

· Some resources can be created, some can be reused, and some are not renewable.

· Most of us are both consumers and producers.

· There are/were different forms of currency (money) around the world and over different time periods. 
· A timeline can be used to mark significant historical developments.
· People in different times and places view the world differently.
· People of long ago made contributions that affect the present world.
· People explored the world for many reasons.

· The explorers interacted with native peoples and caused changes in their environment.

· The interaction between native inhabitants and explorers or immigrants can result in both conflict and cooperation.

· Continents are divided into countries.

· The way humans live depends on their natural environment.

· North America includes regions with different physical features and climates
	Know the reasons for exploration:

· economic
· political, 
· religious

	
	Know how to mark and interpret a time line of significant explorations.

	
	Know how the interaction between explorers  and natives resulted in conflict and cooperation.

	
	Know how explorers interacted with native peoples and caused changes in their environment.

	
	Locate continents and countries on a world map or globe.

	
	Identify and be familiar with the routes and discoveries of: Columbus, Marco Polo, Balboa, Pizzaro, Cortez, Hudson, Champlain, LaSalle, DaGama, DeLeon, Magellan, Eriksen

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of explorers (see pp.5/6)


	Suggested Strategies
	· inquiry study of an explorer
· literature connections 
· timelines 
· maps, globes, atlas 
· note-taking strategies
· explorers meeting each other 
· board games

	Suggested Assessments
	· trading cards 
· research projects

	Suggested Resources
	· Land Ho! (Parker)
· Explorers of the New World (Hazen) 
· Who Really Discovered America (Krensky) 
· Pedro’s Journal (Conrad) 
· A Picture Book of Christopher Columbus (Adler) 
· In 1492 (Marzollo) 
· If You Were There in 1492 (Brenner) 
· The Discovery of the Americas (Maestro)
·  Exploration and Conquest (Maestro) 
· Famous Explorers series 
· Encounter (Yolen)
· Marco Polo; I Columbus 
· various websites 
· overheads with maps

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Explorers CD ROM; 
· various websites (Lyman Delicious site); 
· making trading cards 
· PowerPoints

	Content Vocabulary
	· explorer, exploration, explore, environment, geography, characteristic, routes, nation; settlement; port; sea route; coastline; voyage; expedition (added June 09)


Grade 3: Local History and Government

	Essential Understandings: 
1. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
2. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

	Content Standards:
1. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place.
2. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

3. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.


	Essential Questions: How have our towns changed over time? What does it mean to be a citizen?


	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· People in different times and places view the world differently.

· People of long ago made contributions that affect the present world. 

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the lives of Europeans and Native Americans from times long ago until today.

· Rules and laws are important in a community and reflect shared values, such as our Core Ethical Values.

· Government is the people or groups who make and enforce laws. 
· Governments provide services to the people they represent 
· The Constitution is a document that protects our freedoms. 
· Citizenship comes with rights, responsibilities and privileges.


	Know that people during different times in Durham and Middlefield have viewed the world differently.

	
	Know that Durham and Middlefield have experienced different patterns of settlement over time.

	
	Know that cultural practices and products of Durham and Middlefield have changed over time.

	
	Know that the contributions of people in Durham and Middlefield throughout history have affected our lives today. 

	
	Know that our towns can be located on a map relative to other towns in our state.

	
	Know what a citizen is.

	
	Know the rights, responsibilities and privileges that come with citizenship in our towns.

	
	Know that our local governments have rules and laws

	
	Know how the Constitution protects our freedoms.

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of local history and government  (see pp.5/6)


	Suggested Strategies
	· interviewing citizens 
· mapping/map study
· scavenger hunts and fact hunts 
· class discussions 
· research projects 
· field trips: town greens, historical societies, cemeteries, Durham walking field trip 
· timelines 
· community game 
· community service

	Suggested Assessments
	· newspaper article 
· community quiz

	Suggested Resources
	· The House on Maple Street (Pryor); 
· Homeplace (Shelby) 
· Mysteries of Town Histories (video) 
· How Communities Grow and Change (video) 
· historical photos from Ray Hubbard 
· Old Durham Cemetery notes (Dione Longley) 
· Graveyards and Gravestones (McCain) 
· historical notes on homes in Durham from CT Historical Commission

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Durham website http://www.townofdurhamct.org/
· web quests 
· Comic Life community project

	Content Vocabulary
	· local, document, government, governor, govern, past, present, future, citizen, citizenship
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